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Calling All Volunteers!
The busy season is here! The Conservation Team is in need of your help in accomplishing multiple site
projects, including the Seneca ethnobotanical Otgeo’jö:ni:h “Green Plants” Trail, Native Landscaping, and
Seed Collection Program. Volunteers can work with us and learn more about the projects, or have the
option to work independently. We are in the most critical need of help with planting and invasive
removals.
Set up a time to volunteer and support Ganondagan’s restoration projects! Join the Conservation Team’s
efforts Monday through Friday, between 8 am and 4 pm. Bring friends and family!
Call or Email: 585-742-7432; Alexis.Vanwinkle@parks.ny.gov
Stop by the EFO (Environmental Field Office): 1488 Route-444, Victor, NY 14564

A bee visits common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
in the Pollinator Grassland

Scarlet beebalm (Monarda didyma) in bloom!
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US!
Thank you to our plant donors and volunteers for your invaluable support!

Join our Expanding Plant Donor List!
Victor Garden Club, Genesee Land Trust, Andy Joss, Helen Ellis, Eileen Wierzbicki, Lorie Thomas,
Michael Hannen, SUNY ESF FORCES, Rosemarie Parker, Finger Lakes Native Plant Society, Patty
Wakefield-Brown, and the Woodruffs

So Far, We have Reached:
1631 volunteer hours; 14000 dollars’ worth of donated plants
Check out us on the website: www.ganondagan.org/environmental-team
You can find our desired plant donation list through the link above!

White snakeroot – Ageratina altissima

WANTED:
If you have any of these species
overgrown at home, please consider
donating a few for restoration on the
Green Plants Trail!

Evening primrose/sundrops –
Oenothera spp. (biennis/fruticosa)
www ppdl purdue edu

Flowering raspberry – Rubus odoratus
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SAVE THE DATE!
NATIVE AMERICAN DANCE & MUSIC FESTIVAL
Date: Saturday, July 23 & Sunday, July 24
Time: 10 AM- 6 PM
http://www.ganondagan.org/Events-Programs/Dance-Music-Festival
Spend your weekend at Ganondagan for the 25th Annual Native American Music & Dance Festival!
Celebrate both traditional and contemporary Native American culture with live music and dance, native
food, art, storytelling, tours, and more! Includes featured performers Darryl Tonemah and the Zuni Olla
Maidens. See link for more information.

PLANTING FOR ETHNOBOTANY – A Workshop
Date: Saturday, August 6
Time: 9-11 AM
Location: EFO
Join the Conservation Team and site interpreter Tonia Galban for a morning ethnobotanical workshop!
Learn about the cultural relationship between the Seneca people and native plants. Includes hands-on plant
identification and native planting practices.

THE CONSERVATION TEAM PRESENTS: 2016 Growing Season Summary
Date: Tuesday, August 9
Time: 10 AM-12 PM
Location: Seneca Art & Culture Center Auditorium
Learn about all the Conservation Team has been working on this field season! This will be an overview of
on-site projects, punctuated with detailed presentations by seasonal staff. All are welcome!

OTGEO’JÖ:NI:H “GREEN PLANTS” TRAIL – A Guided Tour with Dan Ruede
Date: Tuesday, August 9
Time: 6-7 PM
Location: EFO
Explore the diversity of the “Otgeo’jö:ni:h “Green Plants” Trail with experienced trail guide and
Conservation Steward Dan Ruede! The guided tour features culturally significant plants to the Seneca
people and their uses. Snacks are included!
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Introducing: The Conservation Stewards

Mary and Dan

Dan, Emily, and Hobbes

Kinsey

Otgeo’jö:ni:h “Green Plants” Trail
Mary Benincasa, Dan Ruede, and Emily Westfall have teamed up in restoring and expanding the Green Plants Trail.
In addition to field work, each steward is focusing on an interpretive ethnobotanical project. Mary is creating a
brochure mapping and describing culturally significant plants. Dan will be leading a guided ethnobotanical walk, and
Emily will be creating a comprehensive report of culturally significant plants and their Seneca uses.
Cultural Garden
Junior Conservation Steward Kinsey Ashe has been focusing on the Cultural Garden, located in manmade wetland to
the east side of the Seneca Art & Culture Center. She is creating a lesson plan identifying the wildlife in this habitat
for interpretive use while plant communities establish.
Oak Savanna
Grassland Stewards Kira Broz, Wyatt Jackson, and Emma Kubinski are recording invasive species cover across 200
acres of the northeast section of Ganondagan. Data collected from handheld GPS units will be uploaded to create an
interactive GIS map. They are also removing invasive species as part of the Oak Savanna restoration.
Seneca Lake State Park
Brandyn Balch is mapping invasive species cover, using the same techniques as the Grassland Stewards, and
removing invasive species populations at Seneca Lake State Park. He is expanding upon a previous invasive species
management report, specifically focusing on areas of future wetland restoration.

Emma, Kira, and Wyatt
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FEATURED FAUNA

COME CHECK US OUT:

Bobolink, New York State bird

The Conservation Team, Friends of Ganondagan,
and/or the Boat Stewards will be tabling locally!
Stop by with any questions!
·Canandaigua Art & Music Festival (July 16 & 17)
http://canandaiguaartfestival.com/
·Canandaigua Lakefront Art Show (July 30 & 31)
http://www.lakefrontartshow.com/

INVASIVE SPECIES
REMOVALS

Photo by NYS Parks

Join our team in restoring Ganondagan’s grassland
and forest habitats for native plants and animals!
Removing invasive plant species is one of the most
effective ways to protect local flora and fauna.

MON, JULY 11
9-11 AM

TUES, JULY 26
3-5 PM & 5-7 PM

AUGUST EVENTS

Bobolinks have just been observed at Ganondagan!
This “At-Risk” grassland bird species is in decline
due to the significant decrease in New York’s
grassland habitat (DEC).
Bobolinks are easily identifiable by their unique
coloration and robotic-sounding song. Breeding
male plumage is highly visible: a blond nape, white
shoulders and rump, and black tuxedo. As Bobolinks
are a colonial species, sighting a male may indicate
more males and females are nearby.
Each spring, Bobolinks migrate from South America
to the northern parts of the United State and Canada.
That’s almost 12,500 miles, and the furthest
migration of any other passerines!

REMOVAL DAYS
MONDAY, AUGUST 1 (5:30-7 PM)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 (9-11 AM)

With multiple grassland restoration projects on site,
Ganondagan’s Conservation Team is dedicated to
supporting Bobolinks and other rare grassland
species in decline.

Grassland Restoration: Little Bluestem Unit

Allendale Columbia students join Whitney Carleton-DeGeorge to
plant native Virginia iris (Iris virginica) in the Cultural Garden
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Featured Project:
Otgeo’jö:ni:h “Green Plants” Trail

The Green Plants Trail follows the mowed path past the Seneca Bark Longhouse

Exploring Seneca history and culture continues past Ganondagan’s 17th-century Seneca Bark Longhouse replica with
the addition of a Seneca ethnobotanical trail. Ethnobotany, the scientific study of the relationship between people and
plants, is highly relevant to Seneca culture. Complementing the Earth is our Mother Trail, the Green Plants Trail is a
more accessible, wide mowed path just under 1000 feet long. The Green Plants trail features the highest diversity of
native plants on site, all highly visible from the trail. Over 50 unique species of native plants are highlighted, each
with Seneca cultural uses.
The Green Plants Trail presents culinary, medicinal, and culturally significant plants. The trail is divided into
different habitat types based on their ecology- the sections include Woodland Edge, Wet Meadow, Oak Savanna, and
Tall Grass Prairie. Each section features prominent culturally significant plants specific to these habitats. Plants are
locally sourced, many of which have been donated by Ganondagan’s generous plant donors.
The Green Plants Trail has its own history- two years of invasive removals and native plantings by staff and
volunteers, initiated by former Conservation Steward, Mallory Scahill. Expanding upon this project is Ganondagan’s
Lead Conservation Steward Brigitte Wierzbicki, and Conservation Stewards Mary Benincasa, Dan Ruede, and Emily
Westfall.
Take a walk down the Green Plants Trail next time you’re by the longhouse! By next season, the Green Plants Trail
will have signage and plant identifiers, as well as a brochure mapping and describing culturally significant plants. A
guided tour will occur this August, led by Conservation Steward Dan, former Adirondack backpacking guide and
certified Wilderness Instructor. Stay tuned to join in on this walk! 

Invasive honeysuckle removal clears out sections of the Green Plants Trail for native
planting!
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Canada anemone
(Anemone canadensis)

